AQUATIC NUISANCE SPECIES TASK FORCE:
MINUTES OF THE 2006 SPRING MEETING

On May 24-26, 2006, the ANSTF met at the Cape Codder Resort in Hyannis, MA. This document
includes the following sections:

e Summary of the three-day ANSTF meeting and field trip

e A list of acronyms used

e A list of the common and scientific names of species mentioned

ANSTF SPRING MEETING
MAY 24-26, 2006

Decisions
The ANSTF made the following decisions:

e Accepted the October 2005 meeting minutes.
e Approved submittal of a letter from the ANSTF co-chairs in support of a proposed national
invasive species merit badge for the Boy Scouts of America.

e Created an ad hoc working group to review the ANS Program document and ANSTF strategic
plan.

e Recommended that USFWS funds available for state/interstate ANS management plans be
allocated on an equal share basis (such as an equal amount for each plan).

e Approved the Louisiana ANS management plan.

e Supported development of a nutria NMP under the leadership of Steve Kendrot (APHIS).

e If no major problems are identified by ANSTF members during their review, approved forwarding
the New Zealand mudsnail NMP to the Federal Register for publication for public comment once
ANSTF member comments are considered.

e Approved forwarding the Asian carp NMP to the Federal Register for publication for public
comment once ANSTF member comments are considered.

e Approved forwarding the Invasive Species Guide to Pathway Definition and Risk Prioritization
(including pathway prioritization tools and methodologies) to NISC for action.

e Agreed to incorporate a theme into future ANSTF meetings and devote at least one day to focused
discussions on that topic. (Rapid response was selected as the theme for the fall 2006 meeting.)

Action ltems

e [Executive Secretary Scott Newsham (USFWS) will collaborate with Paul Zajicek (NASAC) and
Larry Riley (AFWA) to revise the letter to the Boy Scouts of America in support of an invasive
species merit badge.

e The Executive Secretary will coordinate the effort to revise the ANS Program document and
ANSTF strategic plan. This task will include examining how to best incorporate the regional
panels in pursuing the overall program and clarifying the ANSTF’s relationship with NISC and
the ISAC.

e Jonathan McKnight (committee chair) will analyze the five invasive species NMPs; confer with
management plan chairs; and make recommendations on the role, functions, and membership of
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the Control and Management Committee at the next ANSTF meeting. The ANSTF will discuss the
future of this committee at that time.

e Steve Kendrot (APHIS) will continue with development of a nutria NMP.
e Comments on the New Zealand mudsnail NMP are due to Tina Proctor (USFWS) by June 15.
e Comments on the Asian carp NMP are due to Greg Conover (USFWS) by June 30.

e The Executive Secretary will e-mail the primary priorities of the Caulerpa NMP that are still in
need of support. ANSTF members are to contact Jeff Herod (USFWS) regarding any activities
within their agencies that address NMP actions or proposals that would meet these actions.

o The Executive Secretary will revise the process for the annual report per issues discussed and
e-mail for review.

e The Executive Secretary will request input on the development of a daylong session on rapid
response for the next meeting and coordinate with Dean Wilkerson (NOAA), Marilyn Katz
(USEPA), and others to implement it.

e A letter will be sent from the ANSTF co-chairs to agencies/organizations participating in ANSTF
activities. The intent of this letter is to thank recipients for their past support; outline ANSTF
accomplishments, current activities, and goals; and ask for their continued support and suggestions
for how the ANSTF could be more relevant to them.
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