State of South Carnlina

®ffice of the Gouernor
Marx SANFORD POST OFFICE BOX 12267
GOVERNOR COLUMBIA 29211
November 21, 2008
Mr. Gary Frazier, Co-Chair Mr. Timothy R. E. Keeney, Co-Chair
Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force
Fisheries and Habitat Conservation National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service U.S. Department of Commerce
Interior Building, Room 3245 Herbert C. Hoover Building, Room 5804
1849 C Street, Northwest 14" Street and Constitution Avenue, Northwest
Washington, DC 20240 Washington, DC 20230

Dear Mr. Frazier and Mr. Keeney,

We are submitting for your consideration and approval the enclosed South Carolina Aquatic Invasive
Species Management Plan. The plan was developed by a 32-member task force composed of
representatives from state and federal agencies and the private sector. Development of the plan followed
the guidance provided in Public Law 101-646, as amended by the National Invasive Species Act of 1996
(P.L. 104-332), and included public input and review.

For several years, various state and federal agencies and private organizations have worked independently
to address aquatic nuisance species issues in the state. This document represents the first unified effort by
these agencies and entities to identify common goals and objectives and present a coordinated
implementation plan to address aquatic invasive species problems. This is also the first time that our state
has addressed both freshwater and marine invasive species concerns together. All member agencies of the
South Carolina Aquatic Invasive Species Task Force have submitted letters of support for the final plan.

We look forward to Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force's approval of the plan and the potential awarding
of federal funds to help implement the plan. Please direct technical comments regarding the plan to Steven
de Kozlowski, Interim Deputy Director, Land, Water, and Conservation at the South Carolina Department
of Natural Resources. Mr. de Kozlowski can be reached directly at (803) 734-9114 or by email
dekozlowskis@dnr.sc.gov. Take care.

Sincerely,

1

Mark Sanford

- MS/I




