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What is HabitattitudeTM? 

 Created circa 2000 
 Nationally branded campaign targeting aquarists 

and water gardeners 
 Links environmental messages with beneficial 

actions 
 DOI/PIJAC MOU (2009) 
 Designed to reach targeted audiences 



DOI/PIJAC MOU 

Collaborate on education/public awareness 
Unify public/private sectors to address 

potential impacts of unwanted pets 
 Seek consistent/effective communications 
Develop/implement a work plan 
 Scripts, DVDs, articles, other educational 

materials 
 Support involvement all levels within 

respective communities 
 



• Education/Public Outreach 
• Clearly articulate issue 
• Explain risks and how to minimize 
• Provide guidance on what to do  
• Moves ‘beyond brochures.’ 
• Engage social media 

 
 

Goals and Objectives 



The Challenges… 

 Proactive solution --- HabitattitudeTM 
 Unique partnership --- industry, academia, 

NGOs, and government 
 Focus –  

– Raise public awareness,  
– Engage people,  
– Promote unified environmental messages with 

corresponding beneficial actions. 
 

 All segments of industry  
   are part of the solution. 









PIJAC 

 Selecting the right pet for you 
 Pet care 
 Responsible pet placement 
 Pet placement guidelines 



PIJAC 
(Targeted pet owners) 

Habitattitudetm 
Proactive campaign to ensure 
 Wise pet choices (Habits) 
 Protect environment (Habitats) from impacts of 

unwanted pets 
 Help pet owners find alternatives to release of  

their pets (Attitudes) 
 

Select the right pet! 
Do right by your pet. Do right by our environment. 

 



Habitattitudetm 

 2014 Work Plan 
 Rebrand – positive not negative message 
 Expand coverage 
 Recommend best practices 
 Broaden engagement 
 Design new mechanisms to deliver campaign 
 Overhaul www.habitattitude.net 
 Re-launch Spring 2015 

 





Habitattitudetm 
2014 Workplan 

 Steering Committee 
 Advisory Committee 
 Implementation Committee 



Steering Committee 
(FWS, NPS, PIJAC) 

 Co-Chairs 
– David Hoskins  
– Marshall Meyers 

 John Wullschleger 
 Interim working group 

– Craig Martin 
– Jeff Underwood 
– Richard Christian 
– Jason Goldberg 
– Craig Springer 
– Becky Eason 

 
 



Advisory Committee 
 Provide advice to Steering Committee 

– Rebranding 
– Broadening campaign partner engagement 
– Promoting national, regional and local delivery of Habitattitude campaign 

 Specific tasks 
– Integration of social since principles and research into campaign 
– Assist with refining and updating Habitattitude workpan 
– Assist with development/review website content 
– Identify tools/BMPs that can be used by industry, hobbyists, NGOs, and 

government to manage invasion risks  



Advisory Committee 
 FWS - Craig Martin 
 NOAA – Peg Brady 
 NPS - John Wullschleger 
 AFWA – Bill Hyatt 
 USDA – ? 
 NISC – Stas Burgiel 
 Environmental NGO - ? 
 Social Scientist – Brad Shaw 
 Academia –Elisa Livengood 
 PIJAC – Scott Hardin 



Implementation Committee 

 Federal agencies  
 NOAA Sea Grant 

– Samuel Chan 
– Doug Jensen 
– Tim Campbell 

 PIJAC  
 AZA 
 ? ? ? 

 
 



Implementation Committee 

 Focus – developing tools to deliver campaign via 
website 

 Design strategies to achieve greater engagement by 
local partners  

 Recommend types of materials needed to deliver 
messages(e.g. PowerPoint presentations, posters, 
artwork) 

 Developing updated content 





MOU 





Site Search 

Aquarium Fish 
About Habitattitude 
Industry 

Reptiles & Amphibians 
Partners: 
In the News 

Water Gardening 
Government 
Contact Us 

Education 
Academia 

Resources 
Envir. 
NGOs Copyright 2014 © Blurb and Credits 

Partner with Habitattitude 
 
My Interest: Aquarium Fish 

Home About Us In the News 
 
 

Reptiles & Amphibians 

H a b i t a tt i t u d e TM 

Sound Environmental Practices for Keeping 

A q u a r i u m   Fish  

More Resources 

Water Gardening Education 

Selecting the Species  

• Most Common Species 
• Compatibility Chart 
• Selection Quiz? 

Care & Maintenance  

• Best Practices 
• Housing 
• Humane Disposal 

• Lion Fish 
• Brown Algae Eater 
• St. Nesbitt Fish 

Invasive Risks 



 

ALL RESOURCES 
• Aquarium Fish • Reptiles & Amphibians • Water Gardening • Educators 

Partner with Habitattitude Home         About        In the News         Site Search 

Aquarium Fish Rept i les  & Amphibians        Water Gardening           Educat ion                    Resources 
About  Habitat t i tude               Partners: Government  

Contact  Us 

Academia                     Envir. NG O s 

Copyright  2014 ©  Blurb and Credits  Industry  In the News 

H a b i t a t t i t u d e T M  

Sound Environmental Practices for Keeping 

A q u a ri u m   Fish  

More Resources 

My Interest:      Aquarium Fish          Reptiles & Amphibians        Water Gardening Education 

Selec t ing the  Spec i es  
 

• Most  Common Species 

Care & M aintenance  
 

• Best Practices 

I nv as ive  Ris ks  
 
• Lion Fish 

• Compatibility C ha rt 
• Selection Q u i z ?  

• Housing 
• Humane Disposal  

• Brown Algae Eater  
• St. Nesbi t t  Fish 

Resources  
Aquarium Fish 

Resources  
Rept./Amphib. 

Partner with Habitattitude Home         About        In the News         Site Search 

Aquarium Fish Rept i les  & Amphibians        Water Gardening           Education Resources 
Envir. NGOs About  Habitat ti tude               Partners : Government                    Academia 

Contact  Us Industry  In the News Copyright  2014 ©  Blurb and Credits  

H a b i t a t t i t u d e T M 

Sound Environmental Practices for Keeping 

R e p t i l e s   &   A mp h i b i a n s  

My Interest:      Aquarium Fish          Reptiles & Amphibians        Water Gardening         Education 

Selecting the Species  

• Most Common Varieties 

Care & M aintenance  Invas ive Ris ks 

• Best Practices •    Spingertia 
• Compatibility Chart 
• Selection Considerat ions 

• Habitats 
• Humane Disposal 

• Rxcpj gjifgpdif dbi  
• Wdfgipjd dfjip 

Reptile/ 
Amphibian 

Logo 

More Resources 

Partner with Habitattitude Home         About        In the News         Site Search 

Aquarium Fish Rept i les  & Amphibians        Water Gardening           Education Resources 
Envir. NGOs About  Habitat ti tude               Partners : Government                    Academia 

Contact  Us Industry  In the News Copyright  2014 ©  Blurb and Credits  

H a b i t a t t i t u d e T M 

Sound Environmental Practices for 

W a t e r   G a r d e n i n g  

My Interest:      Aquarium Fish          Reptiles & Amphibians        Water Gardening         Education 

Selecting the Spec i es  

• Most Common Varieties 

Care & M aintenance  

• Best Practices 

Invas ive Ris ks 

• Spingertia 
• Compatibility Chart 
• Selection Considerat ions 

• Blight a nd  Insects 
• Disposal 

• Rxcpj gjifgpdif dbi  
• Wdfgipjd dfjip 

Water 
Gardening 

Logo 

More Resources 

Resources  
Water Gardens 

Partner with Habitattitude Home         About        In the News         Site Search 

Aquarium Fish Rept i les  & Amphibians        Water Gardening           Education Resources 
Envir. NGOs About  Habitat ti tude               Partners : Government                    

Academia Contact Us Industry  In the News Copyright  2014 ©  Blurb and Credits  

H a b i t a t t i t u d e T M 

Teaching Sound Environmental Practices for 

E d uc a t o r s  

My Interest:      Aquarium Fish          Reptiles & Amphibians        Water Gardening         Education 

Educating K -12  

• Selecting the Classroom Pet 

Educating Hobbyis ts  

• Aquarists 

Prog ram s /Res ources  

• Lesson Plans 
• Care & Responsibility 
• Maintaining a  Animal 

• Reptiles & Amphibians 
• Water  Gardeners 

• Brochures/Flyers 
• P lanned Events 

Education 
Logo 

More Resources 

Resources  
Educators 

Partner with Habitattitude 

Aq uar i um F i sh                          R ept i l es  & Amphi bi ans          Water  Gardeni ng             Educat i on                     R esources  

About H abi tat t i tude                Par tner s : Gover nment                     Academi a                      Envi r. N GOs 

C ontac t U s                        C opyr i g ht 2014 ©  Bl ur b and C redi ts  Indus tr y In the N ews 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit                tamquam, ut duis ancil-              noster percipit, eu nec per-         molestiae at sit. Te elitr po- amet, mel 
simul vulputate          lae pro. Tantas principes             fecto voluptatibus. An  mei         sidonium vim, wisi delenit cotidieque ea, pro an 
sonet         definitiones duo in, eu ius          iusto definiebas, habemus          vituperatoribus nam ad. Ut 

Mi ssion,  o rg ani zat i o n,  hi story                nominati. Ne phaedrum definitionem pro. Vim iuvaret 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, mel simul vulputate cotidi-             placerat praesent id, pri aeque possit tincidunt ut. 
eque ea, pro an sonet tamquam, ut duis ancillae pro. Tantas        Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, mel simul vulputate cotidi- principes 
definitiones duo in, eu ius noster percipit, eu nec         eque ea, pro an sonet tamquam, ut duis ancillae pro. Tantas perfecto 
voluptatibus. An mei iusto definiebas, habemus             principes definitiones duo in, eu ius noster percipit, eu nec molestiae at sit. Te 
elitr posidonium vim, wisi delenit vitu-          perfecto voluptatibus. An mei iusto definiebas, habemus 
peratoribus nam ad. Ut labitur senserit eum. molestiae at sit. Te elitr posidonium vim, wisi delenit vitu- 
Usu ex elitr minimum, eu his erat labitur aliquam. Dicant           peratoribus nam ad. Ut labitur senserit eum. causae ne 
qui. Vel brute augue percipit an, qui id possit 
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Partner with Habitattitude 

Aq uar i um F i sh                          R ept i l es  & Amphi bi ans          Water  Gardeni ng             Educat i on                     R esources  About 

H abi tat t i tude                Par tner s :                                     Gover nment                     Academi a                      Envi r. N GOs Indus tr y

 In the N ews                              C ontac t U s                        C opyr i g ht 2014 ©  Bl ur b and C redi ts  

Wh y   P a r t n e r  w i t h   H a b i t a t t i t u d e ?  Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, malorum volumus 
nominati pro cu. Ne harum concludaturque cum, id labitur epicuri periculis vim. No ponderum delicata 
vel, sonet aperiam ea duo. Nibh detracto ex mel, cu vim zril nostro. Pri id facer constituto, purto 
signiferumque ei est. Et nostrud laboramus eam, meis labitur ne sit, et eum natum perpetua 
argumentum. 

Cur r e nt   P a r t n e r s  

J o i n   u s   N o w :  

Information Form 

Lorem ipsum      id labitur              tracto ex mel,      laboramus           aperiam ea           que ei est. Et        Et nostrud           vel, sonet    dolor sit               
epicuri peri-        cu vim zril           eam, meis            duo. Nibh de-      nostrud lab-        laboramus           aperiam ea amet, malo-         culis vim. 
No       nostro. Pri id       labitur ne sit,       tracto ex mel,      oramus eam,       eam, meis            duo. Nibh de- rum volumus      ponderum           
facer consti-        et eum na-           cu vim zril           meis labitur         labitur ne sit,       tracto ex mel, nominati pro       delicata                tuto, purto           
tum perpetua      nostro. Pri id       ne sit, et               et eum na-           cu vim zril      cu. Ne harum      vel, sonet             signiferum-         
argumen-             facer consti-        tuto, purto           tum perpetua      nostro. Pri id 
concluda-            aperiam ea           que ei est.             tumelicata           tuto, purto           signiferum-         argumen-             facer consti- tu rque 
cum,         duo. Nibh de-      Et nostrud           vel, sonet             signiferum-         que ei est.             tumelicata           tuto, purto 



Presenter
Presentation Notes

----- Meeting Notes (2/27/12 11:23) -----
Site revewes steps being talken by industry incouding a page for industry members to post case studies of what they are doing to minimize the risk of escapes of accidental releases such a effluent discharge from pnds, buildings, etc. and educational materiuals



Ecological Risk Screening 
Summaries 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Presenter
Presentation Notes

----- Meeting Notes (2/27/12 11:23) -----
Eamples of PIJAC initaitives over past 15 + years and only one that has had any funding was the Pet Store Guidelines -- in my opinon the industry needs to start addressing education outreach capmaign as a partial counter to legisaltive and regulatory inititaves



Presenter
Presentation Notes

----- Meeting Notes (2/27/12 11:23) -----
Samples of PIJAC's outreach initatives -- all with virutlly no funding



Presenter
Presentation Notes

----- Meeting Notes (2/27/12 11:23) -----
Site revewes steps being talken by industry incouding a page for industry members to post case studies of what they are doing to minimize the risk of escapes of accidental releases such a effluent discharge from pnds, buildings, etc. and educational materiuals



Presenter
Presentation Notes

----- Meeting Notes (2/27/12 11:23) -----
Samples of PIJAC's outreach initatives -- all with virutlly no funding





Habitattitude’s Future 

“For every complex problem there is 
a simple solution...  
    and it is wrong.”  
 
      H. L. Mencken 



PET INDUSTRY JOINT ADVISORY 
COUNCIL 

PIJAC 

Washington, DC 20036 
202-452-1525 

info@pijac.org 
marshall@pijac.org 
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