Controlling Knotweed
(Polygonum cuspidatum, P. sachalinense, P. polystachyum and hybrids)

in the Pacific Northwest
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Knotweed Description

Japanese, giant and Himalayan knotweed are members of the buckwheat family (Polygonaceae) from
Asia with hollow (not true for the Himalayan species), upright, bamboo like stems growing to 1 to 5
meters (3 to 16 feet) (photographs 1 and 2).
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Photo 1. Knotweed infested stream bank Photo 2. Knotweed canes

The large, smooth-edged leaves range from an elongate triangle
(Himalayan knotweed), through heart shaped (Japanese knotweed)
to huge, “elephant ear” type leaves (photograph 3). Hybrids blur
these distinctions.
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Photo 3. Knotweed leaves, 3 types













































